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ABSTRACT 
 
 This research aims to identify the criminal investigation methods 
employed by Sherlock Holmes in a novel entitled A Study in Scarlet and to 
explain its representation of criminal investigation applied in Victorian era. 
New Historicism theory is used to attain the objectives of this research. 
 This research is a qualitative research and used content analysis 
technique to analyze the data. The main source of the data was a novel entitled 
A Study in Scarlet and the data was the expressions related to criminal 
investigation methods enclosed in A Study in Scarlet. Non-literary texts such 
as newspaper articles, journals, and books were also used as the secondary 
data. The analysis of the data was conducted in six steps; reading and 
rereading, noting, identifying, categorizing, analyzing, and interpreting. To 
obtain trustworthiness, the researcher used triangulation technique. 
 The findings of this research show that there are three kinds of 
criminal investigation methods employed by Sherlock Holmes as seen in the 
novel. They are the conventional methods, the scientific methods, and 
Sherlock Holmes’ invented methods. Two of the categories seen through the 
novel reflect the kinds of criminal investigation methods applied in Victorian 
era: the conventional methods and the scientific methods. Despite the fact that 
Sherlock Holmes’ invented methods have the basis of either conventional 
methods or scientific methods, they are not the reflection of the criminal 
investigation methods that were commonly used in Victorian era. 
 
 
Keywords: Criminal investigation method, Victorian era, Doyle’s A Study in 
Scarlet 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
       The past consists of eras that produce various narratives. One of the 
notable ones is the Victorian era. Victorian era was the period of Queen 
Victoria’s reign. It lasted 64 years, from 20 June 1837 until 22 January 1901. 
In this long period of regime, Britain experiences rapid development in many 
different aspects. In this era, the industrial revolution took place and the 
discoveries were born (Mitchell: 1996). This vast advancement is irrefutably 
related to the previous era; the era of Enlightenment. Stanford Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy claims that the period of Enlightenment is marked by major 
developments in various aspects including science, philosophy, and society as 
well as bringing along a new perspective of the world, thus changing the 
previous ideology. In this era, Isaac Newton’s laws of gravity explain the 
world in the terms of science when he published his work Principia 
Mathematica in 1687 while John Locke challenges the idea of 
patriarchalism and asserts political liberty of citizen in Two Treatises of 
Government (1690).  
 According to Immanuel Kant, enlightenment is “man’s emergence from 
his self-imposed immaturity. Immaturity is the inability to use one's own 
understanding without the guidance of another.” 
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To put it in plain words, Kant uses the era’s motto; “Sapere aude! "Have 
courage to use your own reason!” (1784). It indicates that the movement 
emphasizes people to use reason and logical thinking of oneself to explain 
natural events or beliefs. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy explains 
further that this certainty is commonly corresponded with doubts toward the 
supernatural ideas as it is seen as the challenger of reason. The Enlightenment 
philosophy inclines to the notion of the challenge to think for oneself and stirs 
one’s rational thinking, consequently makes them in the opposite position of 
religion beliefs that commands the believers’ thoughts and actions. Thus, the 
advancement of scientific methods transforms traditional and religious society 
into modern scientific society. During this time, great changes happened, 
superstitions forgotten, and the beginning of new era was born. Science as 
knowledge continues to be in various aspects of society, and always 
progressing over the time.  
The growth of science began to establish during the middle ages when 
science starts to lay its foundation. By the nineteenth century, science starts to 
take shape in study disciplines such as biology and chemistry and presents 
new discoveries of nature. These discoveries then create an immense change 
that initiate the industrialism and open the path to the other fields of science. 
Dr. Sheldon Gottlieb (1997) in a lecture series at the University of South 
Alabama states that “science is an intellectual activity carried on by humans 
that is designed to discover information about the natural world in which 
humans live and to discover the ways in which this information can be 
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organized into meaningful patterns. A primary aim of science is to collect 
facts (data). An ultimate purpose of science is to discern the order that exists 
between and amongst the various facts”. Nineteenth-century individuals start 
to consider that knowledge is important and began to alter their way of 
thinking with the so called ‘science way of thinking’, as mentioned above, a 
method of thinking based on evidences and observation as it could be seen 
that the most influential scientists such as Albert Einstein and Nikola Tesla, 
and some that have been mentioned before in this chapter appear in this era.  
This period of time inevitably affects the nineteenth century literature as 
well. Authors where novels depict the Victorian era begin to pop up. The 
Brontë sisters, Thomas Hardy, and Oscar Wilde are a few Victorian novelists 
that have their works set in the Victorian England. Novels filled with criticism 
as an impact of industrialism such as Charles Dicken’s Oliver Twist (1837) 
and Hard Times (1854) also emerge in the nineteenth-century literature. 
Moreover, science advancement starts to play a role in the literary world as 
well and the impact is gradually increasing. Novels with representation of 
scientific period start to be written whilst science continues to grow such as 
the Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886) by Robert Louis 
Stevenson or Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818). Even now, the science-
themed literary works already have the category on its own named as science-
fiction or sci-fi; managed to be a popular genre in the modern literary works. 
 Even though a literary work may or may not represent the background of 
the time the work is published, be it the social, cultural, historical, or some 
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other background; nevertheless, there are always some literary works that 
represent some background of some particular time. Moreover, as mentioned 
earlier, the literature in nineteenth century gets influenced by science 
development at that time. 
While countless science-influenced literary works had been written until 
the present time, one of the most well-known literary works that corresponds 
to the representation of science in the nineteenth century literature is Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. If one tries to name a detective, it 
would be Sherlock Holmes, although they may have not read the stories 
themselves. Sherlock Holmes is unquestionably the most iconic and the most 
popular fictional detective of all time confirmed by its attainment of the 
Guinness World of Records’ title for the most portrayed literary human 
character in film and TV. Holmes as a character is a genius detective that 
operates in London and has solved a great number of England’s criminal 
affairs. The stories of Sherlock Holmes are set in the nineteenth century 
Victorian era. The narratives of Sherlock Holmes are divided into four novels 
and fifty six short stories. 
At the time when Sherlock Holmes was created, it was also in the period 
when science developed rapidly as the effect of the Enlightenment. Not a little 
amount of stories of Sherlock Holmes also represent the development and 
growing interest in science; for instance, the use of drugs that can change a 
person’s appearance and behavior in The Creeping Man, or the attempt of a 
science practitioner named Stapleton who makes the hound in one of the most 
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famous Sherlock’s story The Hound of The Baskervilles becomes enormous 
and spits fire. 
Affected by the development of the world in his adventures as a 
detective, Holmes uses neat scientific method or as mentioned earlier, the 
science way of thinking, that is the empirical thinking, in order to deduct the 
criminal cases. He uses evidences and senses then draws the conclusion from 
his observation of them. He also employs other various investigation methods 
in detecting the criminal.  
Given the time of its publication, the various methods displayed by 
Sherlock Holmes develop into an interesting subject. The question of whether 
the criminal investigation methods reflect the criminal investigation methods 
in Victorian era grow to be a topic worth to be discussed. Thus, this research 
attempts to study the context of the nineteenth-century society in the particular 
aspect of criminal investigation to reveal the kind of method that Holmes 
employed in the first Sherlock Holmes novel titled A Study in Scarlet as well 
as aiming to explain how the investigation methods of Sherlock Holmes that 
is used in the A Study in Scarlet reflects the criminal investigation methods at 
that time which is in the Victorian era. This study uses A Study in Scarlet for 
the reason that it denotes the first appearance of Sherlock Holmes and presents 
new elements of criminal investigation that could be compared with the 
method in the Victorian era. 
To conduct the analysis, the researcher will apply the New Historicism 
method.  
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The term was coined by an American critic named Stephen Greenblatt. Barry 
(1995) defines New Historicism as “a method based on the parallel reading of 
literary and non-literary text”. The researcher will read the non-literary texts 
of the historical context of the subject; that is the situation of the nineteenth 
century England, to study and reveal the historical context and how it is 
portrayed in the works of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes. 
B.   Identification of the Problems 
 Consisting of four novels and fifty six different stories, it is unsurprising 
to claim that the works could be analyzed in so many different aspects from so 
many areas. Moreover, since the works have various interesting and distinct 
features, it also increases the area of studies that could be explored with a 
different kind of approaches as well. 
 Some problems that the researcher could identify are along these lines. 
First, researchers could analyze the representation or the relationship of the 
characters of the novels; be it the main characters or the antagonists portrayed 
in the stories. Even though the narratives are centralized around Holmes, his 
companion, Dr. Watson, is the one who captures the adventures from his point 
of view. From his perspective, researchers could look into the opinion and the 
depiction of Sherlock Holmes and vice versa. Therefore, the friendship 
between the two characters could be learned. Second, researchers could also 
analyze the stories from the setting of the narratives.  
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Since the stories of Sherlock Holmes are set in Victorian England era, the 
particular characteristics of the situation are worth to be studied. A lot of 
details that are presented in the stories that are distinct to the mentioned era 
could be an interesting topic to be studied. Third, researchers could analyze 
the form of Sherlock Holmes’ stories. Since it is a detective story, the form or 
the concept of the narratives could be studied. The elements of detective 
chronicles are specific and worthy to note. 
C.   Research Focus 
 Although the stories of Sherlock Holmes could be analyzed from many 
different aspects, the researcher is interested with Sherlock Holmes method of 
solving the case that is accounted in A Study in Scarlet. As stated in the 
background, the researcher is interested in the topic because given the time 
when the works were written, the influence of its historical context that is 
displayed in it is worthy to note. With regard to the identification of the 
problems above, the researcher will be focusing on the investigation method 
and interpret the way it presents the criminal investigation method in 
Victorian period. Furthermore, since the researcher would be using New 
Historicism theory, the researcher would also analyze the influence of the 
author as well as the socio cultural context that help produce the text. 
 Considering the large amount of the narratives of Sherlock Holmes, it is 
impossible for the researcher to include all the narratives of Sherlock Holmes 
due to the limited time and sources.  
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Therefore, the researcher would be focusing on the first Sherlock Holmes’ 
novel entitled A Study in Scarlet. Even though there are still other Sherlock’s 
stories, the researcher considers this novel in particular as the best source that 
represents the criminal investigation methods as well as its historical context. 
D. Formulation of the Problems 
Based on the identification and the limitation of the problems above, the 
researcher formulates the problems as follows: 
1. What kind of methods that are used by Sherlock Holmes in his 
investigations in A Study in Scarlet? 
2. How does Sherlock Holmes’ method(s) of investigation reflect the 
criminal investigations in Victorian era? 
E. Research Objectives 
Relating the research questions mentioned before, the research is intended to: 
1. reveal the investigation methods employed by Sherlock Holmes in 
A Study in Scarlet; 
2. explain howit reflects the criminal investigation method in 
Victorian era. 
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F.   Research Significance 
This research is expected to give these following contributions in academic 
and practical fields. 
1. This study is expected to enrich research in literature and its 
relation to history.Since this research is focusing especially in the 
field of history and its representation in literature, this analysis is 
expected to give a contribution as a reference to other related 
studies. 
2. This study is expected to give a better understanding of criminal 
investigation in the historical context in literature. By having an 
improved knowledge of criminal investigation in historical 
context, is expected that the readers could learn about valid history 
and its representation in literary works. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
A. History and Literature 
According to Anderson (2015: 3), “history is a narration of the events 
which have happened among mankind, including an account of the rise and 
fall of nations, as well as of other great changes which have affected the 
political and social condition of the human race.” Based on this definition, 
history can change when the situation changes, such as the alteration of who is 
in the power or what ideology or development that a nation experienced. C.V. 
Wedgwood (in Szasz, 1975:208), an English historian, remarks that “without 
the imaginative insight which goes with creative literature, history cannot be 
intelligibly written.” The writings of history may differ from one book to 
another depend on the author. Many history books have demonstrated 
different interpretations of events in history. For example, a war’s history 
between two countries could be written with distinctive explanations in the 
perspectives of each country’s textbooks. Shin & Sneider (2011) point out that 
even the history authors have prejudice towards occasions and people in the 
past, especially when the nation is controlling the content of the books to draw 
some certain images. Therefore, the authors of one’s history book might not 
agree with what the other authors wrote, and vice versa. 
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One of the examples is the global remonstration that happened in 1982 
after the Japanese Ministry of Education proposed to change the word 
‘shinryaku’ that means “invasion” to ‘shinko’ that means “advance” in the 
China’s war textbooks (Shin & Sneider, 2011: 102). Another example is 
explained by Hock (2007). According to Hock, the textbooks published in the 
Dutch colonialism portray Indonesian leading characters as felons instead of 
the country’s protagonists. This is a proof that literature is also a product of 
history itself as it records the thoughts of a person of a particular period of 
time. Consequently, the readers’ perspectives of said literary works are shaped 
by it. 
Moreover, because of the fact that literature could change history, it also 
can be inferred that a relation between literature and history does exist. 
Literature as a mirror of human society is a fact that acknowledged 
universally. A literary work could convey a history, not only a story. An 
ordinary fiction novel of a romance story might not tell the readers a history in 
the nature of a history book but it could tell the period of time or the 
environment of a certain framework. Evidently, literature and history have 
some impacts to one another.  
Literature is undeniably influenced by history as it reflects the reality. If 
the readers want to understand and appreciate a literary work written in the 
past, the readers must know the context of that past period. It could also give 
the readers insights of what people were thinking or going through at that 
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time, how people in a specific time and setting saw the world or the others, 
how was the society work, et cetera.  
Likewise, the same thing can be said for history; literary works can affect 
the history in many ways. Many books have changed the world. As one of the 
founders of New Criticism, Robert Penn Warren (in Ruppersburg, 1990: 168) 
states, “history cannot give us a program for the future, but it can give us a 
fuller understanding of ourselves, and of our common humanity, so that we 
can better face the future”. Thus, readers could get ideas or insights about 
what had happened in the world and reshape the perspective of the readers.  
The readers could learn from some negative things that happened in the 
past from literature and it would make the readers learn and understand not to 
do it again; for example, the discrimination towards black people by the white 
people. Through literature, society could grasp the feelings of the 
discriminated race by reading novels or history books about the issue and 
learns the values to be better humans as well as reshapes the attitude of the 
world. 
 
B. New Historicism 
The term New Historicism was coined by Stephen Greenblatt. His book 
Renaissance Self-Fashioning: from More to Shakespeare (1980) was 
considered as the beginning of New Historicism. According to Greenblatt 
(1980: 5), it intends to understand the social context without and within the 
text: 
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Language, like other sign systems, is a collective construction; our 
interpretive task must be to grasp more sensitively the consequences of 
this fact by investigating both the social presence to the world of the 
literary text and the social presence of the world in the literary text. 
 
Richter (1998: 1205) adds that it is absurd to study a text with no attempt 
to include the context of the text and just seeing it from a standpoint of an 
outsider. 
… a practice that has developed out of contemporary theory, particularly 
the structuralist realization that all human systems are symbolic and 
subject to the rules of language, and the deconstructive realization that 
there is no way of positioning oneself as an observer outside the closed 
circle of textuality.  
 
Barry (2002: 172) states that New Historicism is “a method based on the 
parallel reading of literary and non-literary texts, usually of the same historical 
period.” Furthermore, American critic Louis Montrose (in Barry, 2002: 172), 
defines it as “a combined interest in the textuality of history and the historicity 
of texts.” Moreover, new historicist considers that  
the actual thoughts, or feelings, or intentions of an author can never be 
recovered or reconstructed, in such a way that the word of the past 
replaces the world of the past. Since the events and attitudes of the past 
now exist solely as writing, it makes sense to subject that writing to the 
kind of close analysis formerly reserved for literary texts (Barry, 2002: 
173) 
 
Tyson (1998: 278) explains that to understand the New Historicism 
theory, one could observe the questions that the traditional historians and new 
historicists asked. He states that “questions asked by traditional historians and 
by new historicists are quite different...A traditional historians ask, 'What 
happened?' and 'What does the event tell us about history?' In contrast, new 
historicists ask, 'How has the event been interpreted?' and 'What do the 
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interpretations tell us about the interpreters?'.” Castle (2007: 131) adds that 
the task of the New Historicist is to “map” the various connections and 
relations between literary text and the social and cultural context. 
Based on those explanations, it could be assumed that New Historicism 
theory is a method of analyzing a literary work by considering the historical 
context of the work. It regards a literary work as a product of its time; the 
result of the social, political, and cultural environment at a certain period of 
time. As Barry (2002: 172) states: 
New Historicism refuses (at least ostensibly) to ‘privilege’ the literary 
text: instead of a literary ‘foreground’ and a historical ‘background’ it 
envisages and practices a mode of study in which literary and non-literary 
texts are given equal weight and constantly inform or interrogate each 
other. 
 
Greenblatt (1990: 14) mentions that analyzing a literary work with New 
Historicism theory involves “an intensified willingness to read all of the 
textual traces of the past with the attention traditionally conferred only on 
literary texts.”Dobie (2011) explains that a new and broader understanding of 
another civilization would be obtained when a text is placed alongside its 
social and political background.  
Another factor that new historicists concern themselves with is “the 
world of the author” (Dobie: 2011). New Historicism theory suggests that an 
author with a historical context put forth a product of the period. According to 
Dobie (2011), data about the writer’s days would give insights of what 
affected the work. Moreover, the intention and the aim of the writer could be 
shaped by the environment and the experiences that the writer had.  
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In other words, reading literature from a new historicist perspective requires 
acknowledgement of a novel conception of a text.  Thus, in order to analyze A 
Study in Scarlet, the researcher would consider the historical framework of the 
work as well as the setting of the author’s surrounding at past circumstances 
when the stories were written and view the work as a product of a certain 
period and place. Therefore, to achieve a complete understanding, the 
researcher would read the story as well as non-literary texts related to the 
historical aspect of the work.  
 
C. Criminal Investigation 
The UK's Criminal Investigations and Procedures Act 1996 (in Smith et 
al., 2013: 2) regards criminal investigation as "an inquiry to ascertain if an 
offence has been committed, to identify who is responsible, and to gather 
admissible evidence to be placed before a judicial authority.” In line with the 
previous explanation, Stelfox (2013) concludes that criminal investigation is 
the way to identify the criminals by collecting the facts and data that are 
presented. In addition, Tong, Bryant, Horvath (2009) assert that criminal 
investigation can be categorized into proactive and reactive. The term of 
proactive investigation is used when the police foresee a criminal activity that 
is going to happen and aim to apprehend the suspects on the spot. On the other 
hand, reactive investigation is used when the police inquiries take place only 
after a felony has been perpetrated. In identifying the criminal, many forms 
could be used including physical evidence such as fingerprints, blood, DNA, 
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toolmarks; possession of evidence from the scene like property, fibers, hair; 
physical identification like tattoos, deformities, physical descriptors; and 
eyewitness descriptions (Osterburg and Ward: 2013). 
Some other definitions consider criminal investigation as a part of science 
because of its nature of structured operation and observational thinking. There 
are many debates whether criminal investigation is considered as a part of 
science or not, since its procedure of identifying criminal is considered similar 
to those of science methods. This is much influenced by the involvement of 
forensic science in the course of criminal investigation. Ames Laboratory (in 
Hess et al., 2016: 133) describes that “forensic science is concerned with the 
recognition, identification, individualization, and evaluation of physical 
evidence.”  
Forensic science provides scientific examination of trace materials such 
as glass, fibres, tool marks or biological matter (Newburn et al.: 2011). 
Osterburg and Ward (2013) statement of the definition of scientific method 
seems to support this idea, for they define the scientific method as an activity 
of reasoning by impartial and structured examination to resolve problems. 
Huxley (in Osterburg and Ward, 2013: 318) adds that the use of scientific 
method “is not limited only to scientists.” Furthermore, Huxley adds that “the 
method of scientific investigation is nothing but the expression of the 
necessary mode of working of the human mind. It is simply the mode by 
which all phenomena are reasoned about, rendered precise and exact.” With 
the reference of these explanations, evidently the structured method of 
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criminal investigation falls into the category of scientific method. However, 
Smith, Adams, Hart, and Webb (2013) believe that criminal investigation 
relies on bringing together science and expert methods. It signifies that 
criminal investigation includes a technical structure to study the facts, and 
expert methods to draw the data together for the purpose of justice. 
As a detective, Sherlock Holmes definitely carries out such investigation 
for the purpose of identifying the perpetrator. Furthermore, the detective’s 
action actually suggests that the methods of criminal investigation could be 
equated with science methods. The character himself often declares himself as 
a man of science, since he uses its method in process reasoning process and 
named his method as the science of deduction. He is also a man of science 
because he conducted science researches when he is not on his detective work. 
It suggests the idea that the method of science and investigative process are 
indeed similar in characteristics. 
 
D. Criminal Investigation in 19th Century 
The ways of investigating cases in 19thcentury was quite different from 
how it is carried out in the present times. Some things that are prominent in 
criminal investigation in modern practice such as DNA identification or 
CCTV footages were not available yet in the past. In fact, the official 
detective division was only established in the mid-nineteenth century (Smith 
et al.: 2013).  
18 
 
 
 
The England’s Police headquarter itself, known as Scotland Yard, was not 
built until the Parliament authorized the Metropolitan Police Act in 1829 
(Swanson et al.: 2005). Even after the establishment of official force, the 
criminal investigation was still not executed properly since Metropolitan 
Police was working by merely keeping watch rounds the streets (Stelfox: 
2013). Before 1840s, there were hardly any definite means of finding 
criminals, except for a sketchy drawing of accounts or frequent offenders 
(Pepper: 2010). In addition, Innes (in Smith et al.: 2013) explains that the 
investigation procedure was only a phase for false theories that bring people, 
objects and events together into a logical story to induce the jury. Moreover, 
Hastie (2003) and Hastie et al (1983) report that the 'story model' was 
commonly used when the actual proof could not be presented for the panel of 
judges.  
The practice of 19th century criminal investigation can be observed by the 
case of the murderous Jack the Ripper in 1888. The police never condemned 
anyone who was responsible for the crimes. A depiction of the investigation 
methods employed in the Victorian era can be seen in the newspapers’ articles 
of the said era. One of the examples is portrayed in a quotation from Echo 
below: 
First of all, the boot, or size and kind of foot, of the murderers. Secondly, 
the length of stride, and consequent height and weight. Thirdly, the age, 
for an old man makes a different step from a young one. Fourthly, the 
kind of walk, whether straight or otherwise; whether splay-footed or 
straight. Fifthly, the lower part of the dress. Now we should begin to be 
judges of what the murderers were like. Such a height, age, manner of 
walk, kind of dress, length of foot, description of boot. More. Some idea 
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of the time when the body was laid there. For this we must look 
underneath it as it lay. If at night, the ground would be damper than in the 
daytime. Was it done hurriedly, or at leisure? (Echo, October 3, 1888) 
The passage shows that the writer expressed criticism towards to the 
police who could not seem to get a hold of the culprit. In another note, this 
quotation also illustrates the fact that obviously, the identification of the 
suspect was difficult, since the modern techniques of detection were still not 
applied yet. Bell (2014) explains that the only scientific facts that the police 
could get in Victorian era was footmarks or blood trails. Moreover, to look for 
the suspects, they could only depend on the surveillance method. This fact 
suggests that the education on criminal investigation was still in the minimum 
level. Likewise, even though the science knowledge was already growing, the 
use of forensic science was still not employed in the criminal investigation of 
that period. As a matter of fact, it was only in 1900 that England adopted the 
fingerprints identification known as dactylography (Swanson: 2005).  
In the late 19th century, however, pathology, the branch of medicine 
associated with the study of structural changes caused by disease or injury, 
was emerged. At the same time, forensic science began to develop (Becker 
and Dutelle: 2012). According to Hess et al. (2016), in 1882, a French police 
officer named Alphonse Bertillon revealed a new recognition technique called 
anthropometry which seeks to discover the suspect by taking notice of the 
natural features of the body along with particular traits or attributes such as 
tattoos and scars. However, Pepper (2010) claims that it was not until 1894 
that anthropometric was accepted as a means of identification in England. 
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Bertillon, now considered as the father of personal identification, also 
customized the criminal mugshot, campaigned to take the crime scene picture 
before any changes happen, and formulated the “metric photography”; a 
technique to recreate a measurement of an area with specific position of 
objects (Hess et al.: 2016). Meanwhile, August "Gus" Volmer, known as the 
father of modern policing, is the first American officer to use blood, fiber, and 
soil analysis in criminal investigation (Hess et al.: 2016).Finally, in 1893, an 
Austrian man Hans Gross published the revolutionary book of crime 
investigation named Criminal Investigation (Osterburg and Ward: 2013). 
All in all, the criminal history of the nineteenth century was still not 
performed at full effort as a result of the lack of modern methods that were 
employed to investigate a case including the gathering of evidence and the 
means of identifying the perpetrator. Even though there is no specific sources 
which focused on the data of criminal investigations methods employed in the 
nineteenth century, police reports and newspaper accounts could serve as a 
descriptive portrayal of the police’s effort in catching criminals in Victorian 
era. Sherlock Holmes himself often uses newspaper accounts as his source of 
some cases in frequent episodes. 
 
E. Arthur Conan Doyle and A Study in Scarlet 
Arthur Conan Doyle was born in May 22, 1859. He was a physician and a 
writer of many works that are mostly mystery novels and some historical 
novels that he wrote in between 1888 and 1906.  
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Among his many writings, he is the most celebrated for his Sherlock 
Holmes stories that are considered as a landmark in the genre of detective-
fiction (Sutherland: 2014). His career as a physician in the army influenced 
many of his works as it can be seen by the medical knowledge of some of his 
characters (Redmond: 2009). 
A Study in Scarlet is the first of many narratives that featured Sherlock 
Holmes as its main character. It marks the beginning of Dr. Watson and 
Sherlock Holmes’ various adventures in the later novels. Its title is derived 
from Sherlock’s speech in the novel. He mentions in the chapter four of the 
novel that the investigation is like a study of a scarlet thread of murder; 
therefore, Watson obtained the title of his first narrative. Its popularity did not 
sky rocket since it was published, on the contrary, it only gained a little 
attention. However, various adaptations had been made out of this story, 
starting with a silent movie in 1914 until the present BBC’s Sherlock 
(Osborne: 2012). 
 
F. A Study in Scarlet Setting 
Despite of the fact that Sherlock Holmes’ stories were written in the 
extent of forty years and went through several publications with some time 
gap between one book and the other, generally the stories are set in Victorian 
England, including A Study in Scarlet. Even though A Study in Scarlet 
recounts a particular time of history in some parts as a background context of 
the murderer’s motive, the event of the murder and its investigation process is 
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still set in Victorian England. According to Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Victorian era itself is named after the period of the Queen Victoria’s reign in 
England from the year 1837 until 1901. The Victorian era was a period of 
prosperity and discoveries but increased poverty and crime at the same time. 
The events happening at that time were heavily influenced by the industrial 
revolution in England. Mitchell (1996) describes that the earlier days of 
Victoria’s supremacy was indicated by social and political disorder as a 
reaction brought by the massive transformation of industrialization. The 
industrialization encouraged people from villages to come to London and 
work in factories. The city was quickly become over-crowded with the 
workers. The statistic proves that in 1801, majority of the England’s 
inhabitants lived in the countryside, but more than half of the population lived 
in the city fifty years later (Mitchell: 1996). As a consequence, social and 
economic problems could not be avoided. The class stratification was 
significant in every aspect of life; the middle class was growing and crimes 
became commonplace, especially in the poor and dirty part of the town. 
However, the technology and industrial revolution advance also bring 
great changes in the society. The first product that created vast impact in the 
Victorian era is the construction of railways. Besides its use as a means of 
transportation, rail construction offered employment for countless of workers 
and as a result, the manufacture of coal and iron was significantly amplified. It 
also caused people to find expertise at manufacturing engines; thus capable of 
inventing bridges, tunnels, and locomotives (Mitchell: 1996).  
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Another significant change that emerges from the industry arises from the 
discoveries in communication. The creation of telegraph and the development 
of electrotyping and high speed presses for mass printing improved the form 
of communication. Moreover, gaslights give the sense of safety at night 
(Mitchell: 1996). 
Victorian era was not only producing innovations and discoveries in 
technology, but also reformation in education. The knowledge of science was 
probably the best factor that pushes the country’s alteration. Mitchell (1996) 
verifies that in 1839, the authorities started to grant funds for basic education. 
It suggests that the society started to think that learning or education is 
important. Furthermore, the fundamental change in education and personal 
ideology was much affected by the publication of Charles Darwin’s The 
Origin of Species in 1859. The book was vital to the revolution of not only 
England but across the globe. The theory of evolution and the belief that 
nature’s phenomena can be explained by science transforms people with 
Biblical beliefs into logical and reasonable society.   
The Victorian era setting of A Study in Scarlet is clear as it is provided in 
the detail of the stories. In his quest, the detective often used the products of 
industrialization such as trains or wagons to go the crime scene and also used 
telegraph as a way to communicate. Moreover, as previously mentioned, the 
man himself is a scientific man, perfectly representing a man of his time.  
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G. Previous Studies 
Numerous researches associated to Sherlock Holmes’ stories have been 
done before. The first research is A Psychoanalysis on the Main Character 
and the Author of Sherlock Holmes: A Study in Scarlet (2013) by Giovanny 
Mario. In that research, Mario examines the characteristics and the 
psychoanalysis of the main character, Sherlock Holmes, as well as the 
connection between the author and the novel, A Study in Scarlet. The 
researcher applies several literary theories regarding to the objectives of the 
research, such as elements of fiction, psychoanalysis theory, defense 
mechanisms, and biographical criticism. Through the analysis of Sherlock 
Holmes’ id, ego, and super-ego, the research finds that he has several 
characteristics: selfish, self-destructive, and perfectionist. Furthermore, the 
research shows that there are a lot of similarities of the author and the narrator 
of the novel, Dr. John Watson. 
The second research is entitled A Study in Character: An Analysis of 
Sherlock Holmes’ Characterization in A Study in Scarlet and Elementary’s 
“Pilot”(2014) by Eduarda De Carli. The purpose of the research is to analyze 
the characterization and the representations of Sherlock Holmes in A Study in 
Scarlet and in television appropriation Elementary. Through the analysis, it is 
found that Elementary uses subjective camera focalization to convey that an 
event, a character, or an action is perceived through a certain character’s point 
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of view. Meanwhile, the researcher claims that Sherlock Holmes in the novel 
is characterized by the narrator, Dr. Watson 
The third research is Inspector Gadget: The Technologically Advanced 
Afterlife of Sherlock Holmes (2015) by Dieneke Boer. In the research, the 
researcher uses post-modernist approach to analyze the transformation and the 
adjustment of the nineteenth-century Sherlock Holmes in its modern 
adaptations. The research focuses on the television serial adaptation, BBC’s 
Sherlock. From the research, it is found that the original Victorian age stories 
written by Conan Doyle will eventually become too distant from people’s 
contemporary understanding, therefore, BBC’s Sherlock provided the modern 
audience with its own version of Sherlock Holmes as a contemporary figure. 
Although all of the previous researches also use A Study in Scarlet as the 
main source of the research, none of the previous studies reveal the same 
objectives as this research. Moreover, the previous researches do not use New 
Historicism theory as the approach to achieve their objectives.  
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New Historicism 
Literary and non literary texts 
 
H. Analytical Framework 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History 
1. What kind of methods that are 
used by Sherlock Holmes in his 
investigations in A Study in 
Scarlet? 
 
 
2. How does Sherlock Holmes’ 
method(s) of investigation 
reflect the criminal investigation 
in Victorian era? 
1. investigation in Victorian era? 
 
The Criminal Investigation Methods in Victorian Era as 
Seen in Arthur Conan Doyle’s A Study in Scarlet 
Literature 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
A Study in Scarlet 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. The Research Design 
This research applied a qualitative research. Therefore, this research 
endeavors to explain phenomena in words rather than in numbers or measures. 
Qualitative analysts consider things in their real-life settings, endeavoring to 
understand, or decipher the implications which individuals convey to them.  
Mason (2002) asserts that the purpose of a qualitative research is to give 
a complete knowledge according to the related and specific data. Therefore, 
the content analysis technique is employed in this research. The content 
analysis technique was used to identify, classify, and interpret the data in 
order to solve the problem of this research.  
 
B. Data and Data Source 
According to Given (2008), data is a compilation of data that will be used 
in a research. The main source of the data is the story of A Study in Scarlet 
written by Arthur Conan Doyle which was published in 1887. Meanwhile, the 
data are the expressions that are related to criminal investigation methods in A 
Study in Scarlet. The researcher read and scrutinized the expressions enclosed 
in the story that are related to the investigation methods and their 
representation of Victorian criminal investigation put side by side to the 
Sherlock Holmes’ methods to be used as the data of this research. 
28 
 
 
 
To strengthen the analysis, the researcher also used additional 
information from non-literary texts related to historical context of A Study in 
Scarlet in this research. The supporting data such as the information about the 
theory of New Historicism, the real situation of the setting represented in the 
stories, and the science development were taken from other books or history 
books, newspapers articles, journals and websites from the internet to get 
more insights relevant to the topic being discussed in this research. 
 
C. Research Instrument 
The research instrument was the researcher herself. As the primary 
instrument of the research, the researcher used her ability to read the story, 
collect the data, categorize the data, and interpret the data taken from the 
sources by her. Furthermore, data sheets were used to help the researcher to 
analyze the data.  
 
 
D. Data Collection Technique 
There were several steps that the researcher used to collect the data. First, 
the researcher read the stories contained in A Study in Scarlet more than once 
in order to understand the detail of the stories. Second, the researcher 
collected the data by making any necessary notes that are related to the 
research to be analyzed further. Finally, the data were categorized into the 
categories relevant to the topic of the research. 
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During the data collection, data sheets were used to help the researcher to 
classify and to analyze the data systemically. The data sheets are presented in 
the tables below. 
Table 1. Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study in Scarlet 
No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
1.  Examine the 
victim’s body 
 
26 Sherlock Holmes 
approached the body, 
and, kneeling down, 
examined it intently.  
Examination of the 
victim’s body could 
show the wounds and 
the cause of the death. 
 
Table 2. The Type of Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study 
in Scarlet 
 
No.  
 
 
Investigation 
Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock Holmes’ 
Invented Method 
1.  
Observation of 
the appearance  
 
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E. Data Analysis 
The steps to analyze the data are as follows: 
1.   reading, rereading and scrutinizing the story of A Study in Scarlet, 
2. taking necessary notes related to the topic research from non-literary 
texts, 
3. identifying and selecting the relevant data based on the research    
questions, 
4.  categorizing the relevant data, 
5.  analyzing the data based on the theory to get the findings, and 
6.  making an interpretation of the findings based on the understanding of 
the theory. 
 
F. Trustworthiness 
There are several criteria which can be used in order to check the validity 
and reliability of the research data. Those are credibility, dependability, 
transferability, and conformability. Credibility was achieved by employing 
triangulation techniques. Triangulation is a checking technique of the 
trustworthiness of the data by using the other means outside the data to 
recheck or to compare the data. Thus, discussion was done with colleagues of 
English literature study program. Moreover, dependability refers to the 
consistency of the data. The dependability of the study was achieved with a 
thesis advisor by rechecking and confirming that the data gained have 
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answered the research questions. Meanwhile, conformability deals with the 
accuracy of the research. Thus, the conformability was achieved by reading 
and analyzing the data carefully. Transferability is a concept in which the 
generalization of the findings can be transferred into different contexts. The 
transferability of this research was achieved by providing the data and the 
findings clearly so it could be easy to understand by the readers. 
 
G. Analytical Construct 
The Type of Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study in 
Scarlet 
Category Description 
Conventional investigation methods - Used by Victorians and 
Sherlock Holmes 
- Employed regularly in 
Victorian era 
Scientific investigation methods - Use scientific evidence 
- Exercise scientific 
methodology and reasoning 
Sherlock Holmes’ invented 
Investigation 
- Not considered conventional or 
scientific 
- Possess particular features that 
are not found  in conventional 
or scientific investigation 
methods 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter consists of two parts; the findings and discussion of the 
findings. The first part of the chapter is focused on the objectives of the 
research, which are the criminal investigation methods that Sherlock Holmes 
used and the representation of Victorian era’s criminal investigation methods. 
The second part of the chapter deals with the discussion of the research based 
on the findings. 
A. FINDINGS 
A Study in Scarlet is a two-part chronicle narrated by Dr. John Watson, a 
retired army doctor. The first part begins with Dr. John Watson’s story of his 
association with Sherlock Holmes and the description of Sherlock’s 
characteristics. Not long after, a letter comes from a Scotland Yard detective 
called Gregson who asks Sherlock to assist him in a case. As a response, 
Sherlock comes with Watson to the crime scene that is an empty house at the 
Lauriston Garden. In the house they found a dead body identified as Enoch 
Drebber from Cleveland and two letters addressed to him and Joseph 
Stangerson. There is a word ‘RACHE’ scribbled in blood on the wall but no 
wound or weapon is found. Sherlock then observes the surroundings to find 
footprints and traces of the crime. When the dead body is lifted, a ring falls. 
Sherlock pronounces that the man is dead by poison and goes to interview the 
witness of the case. 
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In the next few days, Sherlock employs various criminal investigation 
methods, starts from advertising the ring to shadowing. Soon after, Joseph 
Stangerson is also found dead by stabbing. However, a bottle of two pills is 
found in the scene. Sherlock uses a dog that is on the verge to death to test his 
hypothesis of poisoning and succeed. A minute later, a cab driver named 
Jefferson Hope comes to his apartment only to be caught as the murderer of 
Enoch Drebber and Joseph Stangerson. The first part ends at this instance. 
The second part tells the story of American desert and pilgrims in the 
past. In this part of the novel, the love story between Jefferson Hope and a girl 
named Lucy take place. However, the girl was seized by the murdered men 
and forced to marry Enoch Drebber. From this moment, Hope swears on his 
life that he will take revenge of the two men. Therefore, the motive of the 
murders was established. 
In the below section, the researcher will specify the findings of criminal 
investigation methods employed in the novel and the representation of 
Victorian criminal investigation methods. 
1. Criminal Investigation Methods in A Study in Scarlet 
There are twenty five criminal investigation methods that Sherlock 
Holmes employed in A Study in Scarlet. However, for the criminal 
investigation methods to be more understandable and easier to be read, the 
researcher decided to divide the twenty-five investigation methods into three 
types of investigation methods which consist of conventional investigation 
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methods, scientific investigation methods and Sherlock Holmes’ invented 
investigation methods. The methods were grouped by the basis of the 
investigation approaches done in the novel. The methods that exercise 
scientific deduction are collected into the scientific methods, whereas the 
methods which do not apply any kind of scientific reasoning are classified 
into the conventional method. Lastly, the methods that are not considered as 
scientific as well as conventional and possess a particular feature of Sherlock 
Holmes’ method were categorized into Sherlock Holmes’ invented methods. 
The findings of the investigation methods employed in the novel by Sherlock 
Holmes are presented in the following table. The tick () indicates the type of 
each method. 
Table 2. The Type of Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study 
in Scarlet 
 
No.  
 
 
Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
1. 
Observation of the 
appearance 
 
 
2.  
Scrutiny with magnifying 
glass and measuring tape 
 




3.  
Examination of victim’s 
body    
4.  Detect the blood trails    
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No.  
 
 
Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
5.  Sniff the victim’s lips   
6.  
Notice the pattern of the 
soles of the victim’s boots 
   
7.  
Inspection of the victim’s 
belongings    
8.  
Observe the wheel 
impression 
   
9.  
Observe the horse’s hoofs 
marks 
   
10.  
Notice the occurrence of 
rain and the depth of the 
impression of the wheels 
  
11.  
Measure the length of 
stride 
  
12.  
Measure the height of the 
writing on the wall 
  
13.  
Measure the breadth of 
the puddle 
  
14.  
Observe the tobacco ash 
on the floor 
  
15.  
Identify the handwriting’s 
characteristic 
  
16.  
Examine the dust 
  


37 
 
 
 
 
No.  
 
 
Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
17.  
Notice the increased 
length of the strides  
  
18.  
Interview with the person 
who found the victim’s 
body 
   
19.  Advertise the evidence    
20.  Shadowing    
21.  
Employment of little 
beggars    
22.  
Experiment of the 
evidence  
   
23.  
Perceive the gauge of the 
wheels 
  
24.  Trace the footsteps   
25.  
Notice the marks on the 
road 
  
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a. The Conventional Investigation Methods 
The conventional investigation methods are the methods that are usual or 
regular methods employed in a criminal investigation done in the Victorian 
era and portrayed in the novel. It signifies that this kind of method is 
employed by Sherlock Holmes and can also be employed by regular police 
investigators without needing an extra knowledge of particular subject in the 
investigation. Generally, the methods included in conventional investigation 
methods are; examination of victim’s body, inspection of victim’s belongings 
and surroundings, interview with witnesses, and surveillance. 
The examination of victim’s body is done to study the cause of the death 
and identification of the body. The following passage shows that the 
examination of the victim’s body is performed by the detectives and Sherlock 
Holmes:  
Sherlock Holmes approached the body, and, kneeling down, examined it 
intently. “You are sure that there is no wound?” he asked, pointing to 
numerous gouts and splashes of blood which lay all around. 
“Posititive!” cried both detectives. (Doyle, 1986: 26) 
 
The detectives’ answer implies that examination of the dead body had 
been done before Sherlock Holmes does the same method of body 
examination. It indicates that this method is usual and regular enough to be 
categorized in a conventional method.   
Subsequently, after the investigators checked the dead body, a research of 
the victim’s belongings is done. To recognize the victim, the method is used 
to explore any means or hints of their identity that is possibly brought by the 
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victim. In the novel, the inspection of victim’s possessions is done by the 
detectives and noted by Sherlock Holmes.  
“…what did you find in his pockets?” 
“we have it all here,” said Gregson, pointing to a litter of objects upon 
one of the bottom steps of the stairs. “A gold watch, No. 97163, by 
Barraud, of London.Gold Albert chain, very heavy and solid.Gold ring, 
with masonic device. Gold pit—bull-dog’s head, with rubies as eyes. 
Russian leather cardcase, with cards of Enoch J. Drebber of Cleveland, 
corresponding money to the extent of seven pounds thirteen.Pocket 
edition of Boccaccio’s ‘Decameron,’ with name of Joseph Stangerson 
upon the flyleaf. Two letters—one addressed to E.J. Drebber and one to 
Joseph Stangerson.” (Doyle, 1986: 27). 
 
The results of the inspection are hints of victim’s identity and can be used 
as a means for some inquiries for the detectives. However, there is another 
approach that is proved to be a conventional method that is commonly used in 
the Victorian era. Witnesses’ testimonies were considered to be a principal 
method of naming the victim, as Daily News stated;  
On the previous day the body had been identified as that of Elizabeth 
Watts, wife of the son of a wine merchant at Bath. Yesterday several of 
the witnesses were positive that the body was that of "Long Liz," a 
Swedish woman who had lived at the East-end for years.” (Daily News, 
October 4, 1888)  
 
It can be clearly seen that the means of witnesses’ testimonies were used 
to confirm the identity of the victim who recognized her. 
Other than an inspection of the victim’s belongings, an inspection of the 
surroundings or in this case, the crime scene is performed. This method is 
done to seek evidences that might be left by the perpetrator and or the victim. 
The quotation below demonstrates the discovery of evidence by inspection of 
the crime scene in the novel: 
40 
 
 
 
“Mr. Gregson,” he said, “I have just made a discovery of the highest 
importance, and one which would have been overlooked had I not made a 
careful examination of the walls.” (Doyle, 1986: 28). 
 
The quotation reveals how the detective has made a careful examination 
at the crime scene and found a message on the wall. This discovery would 
later be used as a clue to identity of the perpetrator. 
Following the inspection of the crime scene, the inquiries were made 
according to the clues obtained from the investigations conducted in the crime 
scene before. This leads to the next conventional investigation method that is 
making enquiries. In A Study in Scarlet, the detective picks up clue that is a 
name from the letters attained from the victim’s belongings. The detective 
then advertised the circumstances and sent telegrams to correspondences. 
“Have you made any inquiries to this man Stangerson?” 
“I did it at once, sir,” said Gregson. “I have had advertisements sent to all 
newspapers, and one of my men has gone to the American Exchange, but 
he has not returned yet.” 
“Have you sent to Cleveland?” 
“We telegraphed this morning.” 
“We simply detailed the circumstances, and said that we should be glad 
of any information which could help us.” (Doyle, 1986: 27) 
 
The dialogue shows the investigation method of inquiry that is used by 
the Victorian police in the novel. They made inquiries to the public in the 
newspapers and asked for information from the place the identified victim 
comes from. 
Another detective on the case made inquiries based on the manufacturer 
of the victim’s hat.  
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From there the detective knows where the victim had resided before and holds 
an interview with the tenant of the place to get information of the man that 
was murdered. 
“…You remember the hat beside the dead man?  
“Yes,” said Holmes; “by John Underwood and Sons, 129, Camberwell 
Road.” 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
”Well I went to Underwood, and asked him if he had sold a hat of that 
size and description. He looked over his books, and came on it at once. 
He had sent the hat to a Mr. Drebber, residing at Charpentier’s Boarding 
Establishment, Torquay Terrace. Thus I got at his address.” (Doyle, 1986: 
48-49). 
 
The scene illustrates that the attire of the victim can also be used as an 
indication and guide to the place where the investigators need to interview 
next; in this case, to the manufacturer of the victim’s hat. 
In the meantime, Sherlock Holmes also uses the interview method. 
However, rather than questioning the people that potentially related to the 
victim, he decides to converse with the first person who found the body. Even 
though he has been told the same report by the detectives, he still wants to 
meet the first witness to dig out the first-hand witness’ statement and gain 
some facts that might possibly be overlooked. The following citation portrays 
the ending part of Sherlock’s interview with the first witness: 
“There’s a half-sovereign for you,” my companion said, standing up and 
taking his hat. “I am afraid, Rance, that you will never rise in the force. 
That head of yours should be for use as well as ornament. You might 
have gained your sergeant’s stripes last night. The man whom you held in 
your hands is the man who holds the clue of this mystery, and whom we 
are seeking.  
There is no use of arguing about it now; I tell you that it is so. Come 
along, Doctor.” (Doyle, 1986: 37) 
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It can be seen that the detectives indeed missed the important information 
from the first witness. The witness actually had a contact with the murderer 
but did not realize it as well as the detectives who interviewed the witness. 
This blunder makes the murderer had the opportunity to escape. 
The last conventional investigation method that is used in the novel by 
Sherlock Holmes is shadowing or surveillance. Upon visited by a suspicious 
person, allegedly to be an accomplice of the criminal in his apartment, he 
follows that person hoping that it could guide him to the main suspect of the 
case. The following excerpt shows the scene of investigation method of 
shadowing that is employed by Sherlock Holmes: 
With many mumbled blessings and protestations of gratitude the old 
crone packed it away in her pocket, and shuffled off down the stairs. 
Sherlock Holmes sprang to his feet the moment that she was gone and 
rushed into his room. He returned in a few seconds enveloped in an ulster 
and a cravat. “I’ll follow her,” he said, hurriedly; “she must be an 
accomplice, and will lead me to him. Wait up for me.” The hall door had 
hardly slammed behind our visitor before Holmes had descended the 
stair. Looking through the window I could see her walking feebly along 
the other side, while her pursuer dogged her some little distance behind… 
(Doyle, 1986: 43) 
 
Not only the shadowing method had been used by Sherlock, it is also 
been used by the authorities in Victorian era. Bell (2014) stated that many 
detectives of the times of the Jack the Ripper, also known as Whitechapel 
murders case, went undercover around the area to catch the most wanted 
criminal in the era. 
During the Whitechapel murders, many detectives worked incognito on 
the streets of Whitachapel, observing what acting City of London force 
commissioner Henry Smith called ‘suspicious couples’ (a euphemism for 
a prostitute and her client), as well as mingling with the locals in an 
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attempt to glean any useful piece of information which may spark a line 
of enquiry. (Bell, 2014: xc) 
 
Evidently, The Star account of the force’s endeavor at the time supports 
the statement above.  
 
b. The Scientific Investigation Methods 
The scientific methods are closely related to scientific practice. Likewise, 
it employs methodological reasoning and uses scientific knowledge to 
produce a logical deduction. In the novel, Sherlock mentions and uses 
scientific methods quite often. There is even an introductory of the method in 
the chapter two of the novel called “The Science of Deduction”. In this 
chapter, Sherlock does an experiment of the characteristic found in blood cells 
so significant that he claims it is “the most practical medico-legal discovery 
for years” (Doyle, 1986: 7), suggesting that the  result of the research is not 
common at the time the book is being published. True enough, it was not until 
1901 that the blood grouping begins to develop (Berg, 1971). In this chapter, 
Sherlock Holmes also points out the method of observation of appearance. He 
states that by seeing the appearance of a person, he could see the history of 
that person; such was what he demonstrated to Dr. Watson. 
“…I knew you came from Afghanistan. From long habit the train of 
thoughts ran so swiftly through my mind that I arrived at the conclusion 
without being conscious of intermediate steps. There were such steps, 
however. The train of reasoning ran, ‘Here is a gentleman of a medical 
type but with the air of military man. Clearly an army doctor, then. He 
has just come from the tropics, for his face is dark, and that is not the 
natural tint of his skin, for his wrists are fair. He has undergone hardships 
and sickness, as his haggard face says clearly. His left arm has been 
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injured. He holds it in a stiff and unnatural manner. Where in the tropics 
could an English army doctor have seen much hardship and got his arm 
wounded? Clearly in Afghanistan.’… (Doyle, 1986: 18) 
 
Sherlock Holmes does this method once again to another man in the same 
chapter, proving that the science of deduction is indeed authentic and 
accurate. 
In the novel, Sherlock Holmes also uses scientific facts as clues. In the 
matter of footprints, he makes use of them numerous times in the novel. To 
study the footprints of the people coming to the crime scene, he took notice of 
the victim shoes as he “glanced at the soles of his patent-leather boots” 
(Doyle, 1986: 26). After observing the pattern of the victim’s soles, he could 
differentiate and trace the footsteps that are on the clayey garden path. 
…I saw the heavy footmarks of the constables, but I saw also the track of 
the two men who had first passed through the garden. It was easy to tell 
that they had been here before the others, because in places their marks 
had been entirely obliterated by the others coming upon the top of them. 
In  this way my second link was formed, which told me that the nocturnal 
visitors were two in number, one remarkable for his height (as I 
calculated from the length of his stride), and the other fashionably 
dressed, to judge from the small and elegant impression left by his boots. 
(Doyle, 1986: 116) 
 
By taking notice of the boots’ pattern and observing the marks on the soil 
ground, Holmes is able to distinguish between one footprint and the others. 
This observation reveals the number of people that first went into the crime 
scene, the height, and even the way the marker dressed. 
Other than humans’ footsteps, Sherlock Holmes also pays attention to the 
impression of other marks that could have been used as indications such as the 
depth of the impression of the wheels and the imprints of horses’ hoofs.  
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By perceiving the marks on the ground, Sherlock Holmes can tell what had 
happened. 
…“The very first thing which I observed on arriving there was that a cab 
had made two ruts with its wheels close to the curb. Now, up to last night, 
we have had no rain for a week, so that those wheels which left such a 
deep impression must have been there during the night. There were the 
marks of the horse’s hoofs, too, the outline of one of which was far more 
clearly cut than that of the other three, showing that that was a new shoe. 
Since the cab was there after the rain began, and was not there at any time 
during the morning—I have Gregson’s word for that—it follows that it 
must have been there during the night, and, therefore, that it brought 
those two individuals to the house.” (Doyle, 1986: 31) 
 
The passage demonstrates that from the marks of the horse’s hoofs, 
Holmes can infer that one of the horse’s shoes was new.  
Furthermore, when he relates the deep impression of the wheels and the 
occurrence of the rain, he deduced that the cab was there after the rain in the 
night time. 
Moreover, Sherlock concludes that the murderer is the cabdriver who is 
also the one who brings the victim to the crime scene based on the track of the 
horse’s hoofs. He deduces that fact when he sees the horse’s hoofs marks had 
went off the track: 
“I had already determined in my own mind that the man who had walked 
into the house with Drebber, was none other than the man who had driven 
the cab. The marks in the road showed me that the horse had wandered 
on in a way which would have been impossible had there been anyone in 
charge of it. Where, then, could the driver be, unless he were inside the 
house? Again, it is absurd to suppose that any sane man would carry out a 
deliberate crime under the very eyes, as it were, of a third person, who 
was sure to betray him. Lastly, supposing one man wished to dog another 
through London, what better means could he adopt than to turn 
cabdriver...” (Doyle, 1986: 118) 
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After Holmes spots that the marks of the horse had wandered off, he 
analyzed that the murderer was no other than the cabdriver.  
In addition, he is sure that if there is a third person involved, the murderer 
would not have dared to commit the crime. 
Furthermore, there are several additional information that can be obtained 
by taking notice of the footprints and wheel marks at the crime scene. Hess, 
Orthmann, and Cho (2016: 234) stated that “the length of stride depth of 
impression of footprints can help determine the size or height of the person 
and whether the person was carrying a heavy load.” Sherlock Holmes in A 
Study in Scarlet employs this method of measuring the length of stride. Not 
only has he found out the type of the carriage the suspect came with, claiming 
that “it was a cab and not a private carriage by the narrow gauge of the 
wheels”, he also determines that the suspect’s height.  
He asserts that the criminal is more than six feet by calculating the length of 
stride of the suspect (Doyle, 1986: 116). He afterward confirms his deduction 
by measuring the height of the writing on the wall that has been inscribed by 
the suspect. 
“Why, the height of a man, in nine cases out of ten, can be told from the 
length of his stride. It is a simple calculation enough, though there is no 
use my boring you with figures. I had this fellow’s stride both on the clay 
outside and on the dust within. Then I had a way of checking my 
calculation. When a man writes on a wall, his instinct leads him to write 
about the level of his own eyes. Now that writing was just over six feet 
from the ground. It was child’s play.” (Doyle, 1986: 32) 
 
In addition to the height, the length of the stride can also reveal the 
estimated age of a person. In the part one of the third chapter in the novel, 
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Sherlock Holmes claims that the suspect “was in the prime of life” (Doyle, 
1986:30). When Dr. Watson asks him how he knew that, Sherlock mentions 
the breadth of the puddle that the suspect strides out. 
“And his age?” I asked. 
“Well, if a man can stride four and a-half feet without the smallest effort, 
he can’t be quite in the sere and yellow. That was the breadth of a puddle 
on the garden walk which he had evidently walked across. Patent-leather 
boots had gone round, and Square-toes had hopped over. (Doyle, 1986: 
32) 
 
  Besides the footprints and the traces of the wheels, blood trail is also 
useful in the investigation method. It is clearly seen in the novel as Sherlock 
Holmes concludes that the blood that is splattered at the crime scene is the 
blood of another person in the room, since the victim does not have any 
wound that could produce blood. 
…“You are sure that there is no wound?” he asked, pointing to numerous 
gouts and splashes of blood which lay all around. 
“Positive!” cried both detectives. 
“Then, of course, this blood belongs to a second individual—presumably 
the murderer, if murder has been committed…” (Doyle, 1986: 26) 
 
The next scientific investigation method that is used by Sherlock Holmes 
in A Study in Scarlet is the identification of handwriting. Sherlock is able to 
recognize that a letter of the handwritten message left by the murderer does 
not have the usual characteristic of what it supposed to convey. For this 
discovery, he reckons that the one who writes the message is an imposter of 
such people, not the actual person and the message is just a blind to lead the 
police into the wrong direction. 
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As to poor Lestrade’s discovery it was simply a blind intended to put the 
police upon a wrong track, by suggesting Socialism and secret societies. 
It was not done by a German. The A, if you noticed, was printed 
somewhat after the German fashion. Now, a real German invariably 
prints in the Latin character, so that we may safely say that this was not 
written by one, but by a clumsy imitator who overdid his part. It was 
simply a ruse to divert inquiry into a wrong channel. (Doyle, 1986: 33) 
 
In this scene, the police suggest that the murderer is a German for the 
reason that the word written on the wall, ‘RACHE’, is in German language. 
However, Sherlock Holmes demonstrates the different characteristic of the 
letter A; thus, able to distinguish that the message is not a real message by a 
German but a blind to lead the investigators to the wrong way. 
 
c. Sherlock Holmes’ Invented Investigation Methods 
 
The methods that are categorized in the Sherlock Holmes’ invented 
methods are the methods that are invented by Sherlock Holmes and possess 
particular or unique characteristics of Sherlock Holmes. The methods that are 
presented here are, although not absolutely devoid of conventional method’s 
features and even might have scientific aspect to them, are considered as the 
result of Sherlock Holmes creativity. Since Sherlock Holmes is evidently a 
scientific man, it is not surprising that his invented methods contain some 
scientific traits that is natural to his character. Nevertheless, these methods are 
still dominated by the distinctive qualities of Sherlock Holmes’ ingenuity. 
The first method that falls into this category is the original method of 
scrutiny with a magnifying glass and a tape measure. The habit of bringing 
investigation tools of magnifying glass and measure tape to the crime scene 
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encourages Sherlock to do minute scrutinizing of the crime scene until he 
found the smallest details that might not be discovered by the other 
investigators. 
As he spoke, he whipped a tape measure and a large round magnifying 
glass from his pocket. With these two implements he trotted noiselessly 
about the room, sometimes stopping, occasionally kneeling, and once 
lying flat upon his face. 
……………………………………………………………………………
……For twenty minutes or more he continued his researches, measuring 
with the most exact care the distance between marks which were entirely 
invisible to me, and occasionally applying his tape to the walls in an 
equally incomprehensible manner. In one place he gathered up very 
carefully a little pile of grey dust from the floor, and packed it away in an 
envelope. Finally, he examined with his glass the word upon the wall, 
going over every letter of it with the most minute exactness. This done, 
he appeared to be satisfied, for he replaced his tape and his glass in his 
pocket. (Doyle, 1986: 29) 
 
From this method of minute examination with magnifying glass, Sherlock 
could get the fact that the plaster of the wall is scratched, indicating that the 
right hand of the man who wrote it has a “remarkably long nail”, furthermore 
owing the discovery to his magnifying glass as it “allowed me to observe that 
the plaster was slightly scratched in doing it, which would not have been the 
case if the man’s nail had been trimmed” (Doyle, 1986: 32). 
The tools also help Sherlock Holmes to do a close research of the small 
particles like dust. The magnifying glass helps him to see the pattern in the 
dust while the measure tape helps him to determine the increased length of 
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strides. He claims that he could see what the victim and the murderer did from 
the dust. 
…“Patent-leathers and Square-toes came in the same cab, and they 
walked down the pathway together as friendly as possible—arm-in-arm, 
in all probability. When they got inside they walked up and down the 
room—or rather, Patent-leathers stood still while Square-toes walked up 
and down. I could read all that in the dust; and I could read that as he 
walked he grew more and more excited. That is shown by the increased 
length of his strides… (Doyle, 1986: 34) 
 
Other than the analysis of the dust, the study of tobacco ash also inspired 
the readers of Sherlock Holmes. Sherlock declares that he had written a 
monograph of cigar ashes. That is why he can instantly recognize the type of 
cigar that had been smoked at the crime scene by observing the ash on the 
floor. Sherlock Holmes’ broad knowledge of cigar ashes can be seen from 
the following quotation: 
“…I gathered up some scattered ash from the floor. It was dark in colour 
and flakey—such an ash as is only made by a Trichinopoly. I have made 
a special study of cigar ashes—in fact, I have written a monograph upon 
the subject. I flatter myself that I can distinguish at a glance the ash of 
any known brand, either of cigar or of tobacco...” (Doyle, 1986: 32) 
 
It is clearly seen that Holmes’ knowledge on the type of cigar ashes helps 
him to know even the brand of the cigar that was smoked in the crime scene. 
Another Sherlock invented-method that is presented in A Study in Scarlet 
is the method of poison detection. The simple method that he used is sniffing 
the victim’s lips. Sherlock Holmes states that he suspected poison as the cause 
of the death because “there was no wound upon the dead man’s person”, 
however it could not be sudden sickness because “the agitated expression” 
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shows that “he had foreseen his fate.” Finally the theory rings true as when he 
sniffs the lips of the dead man he detects “a slightly sour smell” (Doyle, 1986: 
116-117). 
In the meantime, the next method that is categorized in this section 
somehow has some aspects of those scientific methods referenced before. The 
method of the experiment of the evidence is indeed closely related to scientific 
methods; however, what makes this method classified into the category of 
invented methods of Sherlock Holmes is that the experiment is not formal or 
what the police would do. Meanwhile, Sherlock Holmes dares to test the 
potential poison to a sick dog for the sake of proving his deduction. 
“… Ah, I have it! I have it!” With a perfect shriek of delight he rushed to 
the box, cut the other pill in two, dissolved it, added milk, and presented 
it to the terrier. The unfortunate creature’s tongue seemed hardly to have 
been moistened in it before it gave a convulsive shiver in every limb, and 
lay as rigid and lifeless as if it had been struck by lightning. (Doyle, 
1986: 59) 
This scene shows that Holmes gives the potential poison to the dog as a 
means of an experiment to corroborate his suspicion of poison that is 
contained in the pills that is found in the crime scene. 
The next method that is created by Sherlock Holmes is the advertisement 
method. In fact, advertisement method is not something that is unheard of, 
since the police use a similar method that is discussed before in this research. 
Then again, this method deserves to be sorted in the method that is invented 
by Sherlock Holmes since it has a particular feature of the fictional detective. 
Unlike the authorities that publish a piece of handwriting so people would 
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recognize it, Sherlock advertises fake evidence that is inadvertently left by the 
criminal for the purpose of luring the criminal. He argues that the criminal 
would “eagerly look for the evening papers in the hope of seeing it among the 
articles found” (Doyle, 1986: 40). 
“Look at this advertisement,” he answered. “I had one sent to every paper 
this morning immediately after the affair.” 
He threw the paper across to me and I glanced at the place indicated. It 
was the first announcement in the “Found” column. “In Brixton Road, 
this morning,” it ran, “a plain gold wedding ring, found in the roadway 
between the ‘White Hart’ Tavern and Holland Grove. Apply Dr. Watson, 
221B, Baker Street, between eight and nine this evening.” (Doyle, 1986: 
38) 
 
It is clearly seen that Holmes had advertise the ring that is left at the 
crime scene to lure the criminal. He reveals fake information of having found 
the ring in the street instead of the empty house and uses Dr. Watson’s name 
to avoid the suspicion that will come if he uses his own name. 
The last original investigation method that Sherlock Holmes used in A 
Study in Scarlet is the employment of the little beggars around his apartment. 
He declares them as “the Baker Street division of the detective police force” 
(Doyle, 1986: 47). Sherlock Holmes would give a shilling for each beggar and 
order them to gain undercover information so that the investigation does not 
alarm the criminal that surely will happen if the officials had been the ones 
that conducted it. 
“There’s more work to be got out of one of those little beggars than out 
of a dozen of the force,” Holmes remarked. “The mere sight of an 
official-looking person seals men’s lips. These youngsters, however, go 
everywhere and hear everything. They are as sharp as needles, too; all 
they want is organisation.” (Doyle, 1986: 47) 
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Holmes claims that it is effective to employ the little beggars in the 
surroundings since more information can be gained from one of the beggars 
than a hundred of police.  He states that the officials will shut people off while 
the beggars can go everywhere and hear everything. 
 
2. Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in Victorian Investigation 
Methods  
In this section, to see the representation of each category of criminal 
investigation methods, the criminal investigation methods employed in the 
novel are compared to the data from non-literary texts. To compare the 
criminal investigation methods that are used in the novel and the criminal 
investigation methods in Victorian era, the researcher used newspapers 
articles mostly dated from 1888 until 1889 around the case of Jack the Ripper 
since there is an abundant amount of newspapers data as it is a phenomenal 
case as it already mentioned in the second chapter. Besides, the interval of the 
articles’ date is close to the novel’s publication year which is 1887. Thus, the 
newspaper accounts were brought against the data from A Study in Scarlet.  
a. The Representation of Conventional Investigation Methods 
The first kind of investigation method that is categorized in the 
conventional investigation methods is the body examination of the victim. The 
method of victim’s body examination in Victorian era is portrayed in the 
excerpt of Times’ report related to one of the Jack the Ripper’s victims: 
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Dr. Llewellyn, of Whitechapel-road, whose surgery is not more than 300 
yards from the spot where the woman lay, was aroused, and proceeded at 
once to the scene. He hastily inspected the body where it lay and 
pronounced the woman dead. The police ambulance from the Bethnal-
green station having arrived, the body was removed there. A further 
examination showed the horrible nature of the crime, for the lower part of 
the woman's body was found to have been horribly mutilated by three or 
four deep gashes. Any one of the wounds was sufficient to came death. 
(Times, Sept 1, 1888) 
 
From the passage above, it is evident that the method of body 
examination was already in practice in Victorian era. Even a common 
physician first thought was to examine the body of the victim. This fact 
denotes that the practice of victim’s body examination is a conventional 
investigation method in Victorian era. 
The second kind of conventional investigation method employed in the 
novel is the method of identifying. Sherlock Holmes uses victim’s possesion 
to identify the victim’s identity. Reports from the newspapers from the period 
show that the most common way of identifying unknown victim in the 
Victorian era was by the statement of the witnesses or someone related to the 
victim who volunteered to view the body and able to identify it. Daily News 
report of October 4th, 1888 shows that a victim is identified by a person 
related to the victim after seeing the news: 
A man named Kelly, on seeing in the papers an announcement that the 
letters "T.C." were tattooed upon the woman's left arm, went to the 
mortuary in Golden-lane, and identified the body as that of a woman 
commonly called Catherine or Kate Conway, with whom he had lived in 
Flower and Dean-street, a street in which the Berner-street victim also 
lived. Kelly's statement has been corroborated by the deceased's sister, 
and the deputy of a lodging house. 
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The next conventional method that is used in the novel is the inspection 
of the crime scene. Accordingly, this method is also done by the detectives in 
the Victorian era for the sake of seeking out evidences left in the crime scene 
for it may produce clues as to where the inquiries should go from there. This 
can be verified by looking at the inquest report published by The Daily 
Telegraph:  
After the body had been taken away I examined the yard, and found a 
piece of coarse muslin, a small tooth comb, and a pocket hair comb in a 
case. They were lying near the feet of the woman. A portion of an 
envelope was found near her head, which contained two pills. (The Daily 
Telegraph, September 14, 1888) 
 
It can be seen that the inspection of the surroundings was also employed 
in the real case in the Victorian era. This investigation method reveals some 
things left at the crime scene that can be used as the clues that might lead the 
police to the offender.  
Furthermore, the process of inquiries made by the detective in the novel 
is done quietly before going to the formal session with juries, coroner, or 
witnesses. In contrast, the enquiries performed by the police in Victorian era 
included formal inquest with juries, coroner, witnesses and everyone that 
could correlate with the committed crime. These inquests were mostly 
published in the newspapers until the very last details. The Daily Telegraph 
(September: 1888) accounts that an inspector was “questioned by the jury as 
to why the pensioner who had recently been associated with the deceased was 
not produced, the witness said every inquiry had been made but nothing could 
be learned of his whereabouts” in one of the inquests of Jack the Ripper case.  
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Following the inquiry, the next conventional investigation method 
employed by Victorians is surveillance. An inspector’s testimony to The Star 
published in October 4, 1888 gives a clear depiction of the effort of the police 
in the Victorian era in catching the brutal murderer. 
One police inspector told the Star man that he supposed there were over a 
hundred men who were being individually shadowed in his district alone, 
and if the same system is in vogue all over the East-end the number of 
detectives on the job must be something enormous.  
 
It is clear that in the process of criminal investigation; surveillance is one 
of the common methods used by both Sherlock Holmes and the official in the 
Victorian era. 
b. The Representation of Scientific Investigation Methods 
In Victorian era, as previously mentioned in the second chapter, the facts 
that can be obtained by the police that were considered as scientific facts are 
footprints and blood trails (Bell: 2014). Similar to Holmes, finding footsteps is 
also the method that is used in Victorian era’s criminal investigation. The 
Times in the year of 1889 reports an inquest account of a detective who fails 
to find any footprints or wheels mark on the ground of the crime scene. Even 
though the detective was unsuccessful in discovering the footprint, it suggests 
the fact that at the time footprints or footmarks is already considered as one of 
the essential evidences. The inspector says that “it was very dusty inside the 
arch, but I did not notice any marks of wheels or footprints. I do not think the 
impression of footprints would show” (The Times, September 12, 1889).  
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Evening News also inquires the footprint exploration in its criticism 
article for the police who seem to be very incompetent in catching the 
criminal or finding the evidence.  
Has proper search been made for footprints? And if so have his footprints 
been measured or photographed? A skilled detective would at once note 
the difference between footsteps left by a well made or inferior boot. We 
do not say that it would advance him much, but in these things, as Poe 
says, "the necessary knowledge is that of what to observe." (Evening 
News, November 10, 1888) 
 
Even though the Victorian police fails to do the said investigation 
method, reflected by the quotation of the opinion column, it is clearly seen 
from the commentary above that the method of searching for footprints was a 
routine in the criminal investigation process in the Victorian era. Furthermore, 
it is depicted that Victorians also adopt the investigation methods of 
measuring and fotographing the footprints made in the crime scene. 
Furthermore, when one identifies footprints, the following thing that one 
would do is to produce deductions based on the evidence of the footprints. 
While Sherlock Holmes is presented to have the ability to produce so many 
deductions from footprints alone, scientific deductions apparently had also 
been adapted in Victorian era along with footprints evidence. In an article full 
of criticism directed to the police, Echo touches on the subject of the scientific 
methods and deductions that had not been carried out successfully by the 
authorities of that era. 
First of all, the boot, or size and kind of foot, of the murderers. Secondly, 
the length of stride, and consequent height and weight. Thirdly, the age, 
for an old man makes a different step from a young one. Fourthly, the 
kind of walk, whether straight or otherwise; whether splay-footed or 
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straight. Fifthly, the lower part of the dress. Now we should begin to be 
judges of what the murderers were like. Such a height, age, manner of 
walk, kind of dress, length of foot, description of boot. More. Some idea 
of the time when the body was laid there. For this we must look 
underneath it as it lay. If at night, the ground would be damper than in the 
daytime. Was it done hurriedly, or at leisure? (Echo, October 3, 1888) 
 
The quotation above shows that the same deductions mentioned by 
Sherlock Holmes can be inferred from measuring the length of stride of the 
footprints. It is mentioned that the size of the boot, the kind of foot, the lenght 
of stride, height, weight and age can be deduced from footprints. In addition, 
if one deduce further, even the kind of walk, the dress, and the time of the 
event can be deduced. However dissapointed the writer of that article, it shows 
that the practice in reality had not reach the desired outcome since the police 
fails to perceive it, it reveals that the scientific investigation method and 
methodological reasoning had been utilized in the Victorian era. 
The other means of scientic evidence that is employed by Holmes is 
blood trails. Similarly, the detectives of Victorian era would verify that an 
examination of blood trail is one common method of the period as well, as it 
might be used as a clue to lead them closer to the criminal. The following 
passage shows how blood trails is considered as a significant discovery in 
Victorian era: 
In connection with the Mitre-square murder a startling discovery was 
made. Sergeant Dudman had his attention drawn to 36, Mitre-street a 
house a short distance from the spot where the murdered woman was 
found, and there he found what appeared to be bloodstains upon the 
doorway and underneath the window, as if a person had wiped his finger 
on the windowledge and draw a blood-stained knife down part of the 
doorway. MrHartig, who lives on the premises, said he had only just 
noticed the stains, and then quite by accident. Almost immediately 
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afterwards the same police-officer had his attention drawn to similar 
marks of the glass window of Mr William Smith at the corner of Mitre-
square: but Mr Smith scouted the idea that they could have anything to do 
with the murders, as the windows were covered at night by shutters. (Pall 
Mall Gazette, October 2, 1888) 
 
It can be seen that the detection of blood trails near the crime scene show 
the detectives the movement of the murderer after they committed the crime, 
as the detail of the stains give some clues such as ‘wiped finger’ and ’blood-
stained knife’. 
In the novel, Holmes identifies the charateristics or clues of the writer by 
the handwriting. In the meantime, the identification of handwriting in 
Victorian era was performed by comparing the handwriting of the suspects or 
the testimony from the member of the public who is able to recognize the 
handwriting. In 1888, the Scotland Yard’s detectives that is concerned with 
the Whitechapel murders make the letter sent by someone that claimed to be 
Jack the ripper known to the public, hoping that someone could identify the 
handwriting. The Victorian era newspapers reports the characteristics of the 
letter sent by the supposedly Jack the Ripper. 
The police authorities of Whitehall have had reproduced in facsimile and 
published on the walls of London the letter and postcard sent to the 
Central News Agency. The language of the card and letter is of a brutal 
character, and is full of Americanisms. The handwriting, which is clear 
and plain, and disguised in part, is that of a person accustomed to write a 
round hand like that employed by clerks in offices. The exact colour of 
the ink and the smears of blood are reproduced in the placard, and 
information is asked in identification of the handwriting. The postcard 
bears a tolerably clear imprint of a bloody thumb or finger mark. (St. 
James Gazette, October 6, 1888) 
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Thus, it is proven that the method of handwriting’s identification is one 
of the scientific methods employed in Victorian era. 
 
c. The Representation of Sherlock Holmes’ Invented Investigation 
Methods 
In this category, Holmes adds particular features to his methods of 
investigation. The first investigation method that is invented  by Holmes is the 
usage of some tools to inspect the crime scene. Even though the police in 
Victorian era evidently observe the crime scene as well, as referenced in the 
conventional method, the observation with tools such as a magnifying glass 
and a tape measure is originally invented by Sherlock Holmes.  
Henry Morton Robinson (in Berg, 1971), makes a comment regarding to this 
advance method of Sherlock Holmes in his book Science Catches the 
Criminal (1935): 
"When Sherlock Holmes whipped out his magnifying glass to examine a 
flake of Latakia tobacco found on the smyrna rug in the Boscombe 
Valley affair, he became not merely a very charming character in 
detective fiction but an exponent of a whole new way of looking at 
life…” (as cited in Berg, 1971: 446-447) 
 
Arthur Train (in Kurland, 2009) states in 1908 that the practice of 
carrying tools such as magnifying glass to solve cases is not a custom by the 
police other than Sherlock Holmes. 
…No intelligent person to-day supposes that, outside of Sir Conan 
Doyle’s interesting novels, detectives seek the baffling criminal by means 
of analyzing cigar butts, magnifying thumb marks…The magnifying 
glass is not one of the ordinary tools of the professional sleuth, and if he 
carries a pistol at all it is because the police rules require it,  
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while those cases may be numbered upon the fingers of two hands… 
(Kurland, 2009: 8) 
Furthermore, the examination of the dust is proven to be an original 
method of Sherlock Holmes as well. Dr. Edmond Locard, a French 
criminologist who did some researchers of dust acknowledges to The Sunday 
Gentleman (in Berg, 1971) that “Sherlock Holmes was the first to realize the 
importance of dust” and that he “merely copied his methods." Locard who is 
also the founder and director of the Institute of Criminalistics stated in his 
paper, The Analysis of Dust Traces, that he was inspired by Sherlock Holmes, 
saying that the police experts “would not find it a waste of his time to read 
Doyle's novels” (Berg, 1971: 448). 
Likewise, Holmes’ study of tobacco also inspires the readers of the 
fiction such as Dr. Locard. He writes a paper on the same subject based of the 
Sherlock Holmes stories (Berg, 1971: 448). Moreover, a criminologist named 
Asthon-Wolfe (in Berg, 1971) asserts in The Illustrated London News the 
importance of the study in the later time. 
"Many of the methods invented by Conan Doyle are today in use in the 
scientific laboratories. Sherlock Holmes made the study of tobacco ashes 
his hobby. It was a new idea, but the police at once realised the 
importance of such specialised knowledge, and now every laboratory has 
a complete set of tables giving the appearance and composition of the 
various ashes...” (as cited in Berg, 1971: 446) 
 
Besides those investigation methods, Holmes also invents the idea of 
diagnozing the existence of poison by smelling the mouth of the victim. On 
the other hand, the detection of poison in the official force should follow the 
proper medical examination.  
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In Victorian Britain, to provide evidence that a person cause of death is 
poison; one has to do a post-mortem examination. The result of the test is the 
undeniable proof that poisoning had occurred in the body. A concerned reader 
of The Daily Telegraph who is also a coroner questioned if the method of 
poison detection had been performed by the police, portraying the method that 
was adapted in the Victorian era. The coroner who sent the questions in “to 
the editor” column, asks if “the stomachs of most of them been ripped open to 
do away with the evidence of poisoning in this manner; and, second, has any 
analysis of the contents of the stomachs been made” (The Daily Telegraph, 
October 4, 1888). An inquest published by Daily News confirms that 
examination of the body to detect poison is the method that was employed at 
that time. The inquest account reports that the doctor involved in the case said 
that he had “carefully examined the stomach and its contents more particularly 
for poisons of the narcotic class, with negative results, there being not the 
faintest trace of those or any other poison” (Daily News, October 12, 1888) 
The next investigation method that is unique of Sherlock Holmes is the 
usage of advertisement as bait. Similar to the examination method, even 
though the police advertise some evidences to the newspapers as well, the 
intention is different than that of Sherlock’s. 
The last particular investigation method of Sherlock Holme is the 
employment of informants that work undercover, in this case, some little 
beggars. Meanwhile, the police of Victorian era would do some undercover 
work themselves. They use the means of shadowing or disguise. Atlanta 
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Constitution has an account of a member of parliament who disguised himself 
to find the criminal: 
So intense is the feeling among all classes in London in regard to the 
bloody horrors, committed with impunity in Whitechapel, that it is not 
surprising to hear of so prominent a member of parliament as Colonel J. 
C. Hughes-Hallett, of her majesty's service, turning detective and visiting 
in disguise the perilous (sic) of the east end of the world's metropolis, 
with the deliberate intention of meeting, and if possible, apprehending the 
murderous monomaniac whose crimes have made the civilized world 
stand aghast. (Atlanta Constitution, 7 October, 1888) 
 
The report illustrates that even a non-official force employs the method 
of disguise and shadowing to catch the criminal in the Victorian era. However, 
the person who did the disguise was not employed by the police but 
voluntarily involved, unlike the street beggars that are directly employed by 
Sherlock Holmes. Furthermore, when the police in the Victorian era wanted to 
use money and the help of the public, they would offer some amount of 
money to anyone who can give some information as stated in an article of Pall 
Mall Gazette below: 
The Lord Mayor, acting upon the advice of the Commissioner of City 
Police, has, in the name of the Corporation of London, offered a reward 
of £500 for the detection of the Whitechapel murderer, the last crime 
having been committed within the jurisdiction of the City. The following 
is the placard offering the reward… (Pall Mall Gazette, 2 October 1888)  
 
Different from Holmes, the police in Victorian era would offer a much 
more amount of money and hoped to engage the members of the society. 
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B. DISCUSSION 
Criminal investigation methods always develop through the years. In the 
present time, the means of identifying criminals are abundant, not to mention 
the on-going researches and discoveries related to the criminal investigation 
methods which are being carried out at the moment. The free sources of 
knowledge and never ending invention, discoveries, and developments in the 
criminology especially in the aspect of forensic science affect a considerable 
amount of criminal investigation methods. The outcome of technology’s 
advancement and the growth of forensic science such as CCTV and DNA 
identification are a few instances that are currently employed as the means of 
criminal investigation that make the process of identifying criminals easier. 
However, these kinds of criminal identification are obly able in the recent 
years. The criminal identification was not as easy in the preceding eras, given 
that these advance criminal investigation methods are contemporary and were 
not available yet in the past.  
To see what kinds of criminal investigation methods that had been done 
in the past, one can see the history of the subject that is being discussed. There 
are many history books that specialized on the subject of criminal 
investigations throughout the eras. However, one can finds the knowledge of 
the criminal investigation methods not onlyfrom history books but also 
literary works. The literary works such as novels can also be the source of the 
depiction of the past. In view of the fact that literature mirrors the society, 
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literary works are considered as a product of its time, as it can convey not only 
story but also a history.  
This brings the discussion back into the approach of this research that is 
New Historicism. The New Historicism believes that literary works are the 
records of a certain period of time. Therefore, instead of treating the historical 
context of a text as a ‘background’, it regards the context as a reconstruction 
of the past which makes them equal with non-literary texts. The thory believes 
that literary and non-literary texts work together by informing and 
interrogating each other, in order to gain and to give the depiction and the 
knowlegde of the facts in the certain past that is reflected in a literary work. 
Hence, according to this theory, a literary work can be regarded as an 
equivalent source of history as a history book.  
History of a subject can be obtained in a literary text with historical 
context. Such contexts can be found in a lot of literary works such as novels 
since the authors’ point of view might be shaped by the environment of their 
days. For that reason, criminal investigation methods in the past can also be 
seen through a literary text as well as a non-literary text. The topic of criminal 
investigation methods in the past is especially interesting in Victorian era 
since in that era the criminal investigation means was exercised to the 
maximum level because they have to deal with the rising amount of criminal 
offenders triggered by the industrial revolution and the notorious Jack the 
Ripper. 
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The Victorian era is the period of Queen Victoria’s reign in the Great 
Britain. This era is known as the transition period between spiritual beliefs 
and the modern world-view that is renowned as the Enlightenment or the Age 
of Reason. Much influenced by the Enlightenment, the Victorian era is also 
famous for its rapid grow in science and vast discoveries. With the 
development of science and the industry revolution, there were a lot of 
changes in the ways of lives of Victorians, including the criminal 
investigation methods as it previously mentioned that they have to handle the 
growing criminal offenses especially the petty thefts.  Several criminal 
investigation methods that existed were simple as they are only limited 
facilities in the era. However, some new investigation methods are also started 
to be employed as a result of the science development in this era. Such is the 
case found in a novel by Arthur Conan Doyle, A Study in Scarlet. 
A Study in Scarlet is a tale about the first investigation case adventure of 
detective Sherlock Holmes and the narrator named Dr. John Watson. With the 
setting of Victorian Britain, the novel displays the ways of life in Victorian 
society. A Study in Scarlet’s form of detective fiction gives the readers a 
depiction of Victorian ways of handling a criminal case as well as the 
investigation methods that follows. It is interesting to know that various kinds 
of investigation methods had been adapted in Victorian era. In this era, the 
Victorians starts to employ and put the scientific knowledge that is 
emphasized in every aspect of Victorians’ life. 
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The various investigations methods in Victorian era are reflected in the 
novel A Study in Scarlet. These methods can be categorized into three kind of 
categories. The first kind of method, conventional methods, are the methods 
that are used by Victorians and Sherlock Holmes. The scientific investigation 
methods were employed by using scientific evidences and scientific 
methodology to identify the offenders. In addition, Doyle also features unique 
characteristics to the criminal investigation methods employed by his fictional 
detectives, Sherlock Holmes. These special traits are different and advanced 
from its time. Even though Sherlock Holmes also uses scientific methods as 
well as conventional methods that are commonly used in the era, nevertheless, 
he also adds particular ideas in his criminal investigation methods and invents 
some methods that are made possible by Sherlock Holmes’ capability and 
broad knowledge. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the findings and discussion in chapter four, some conclusions 
related to the objectives of the research can be drawn as follows: 
1. There are three major categories of criminal investigation methods that 
are employed in the novel A Study in Scarlet. The categories are 
conventional investigation methods, scientific investigation methods, and 
Sherlock Holmes’ invented investigation methods. The first category, the 
conventional investigation methods, refer to the methods which are 
considered as regular and do not possess scientific facts. The second 
category that is scientific methods are the methods which apply scientific 
technique and reasoning. The last category is Sherlock Holmes invented 
methods. These methods are the methods which comprise certain 
elements of conventional and scientific methods but flavored with 
Sherlock Holmes’ creativity, thus, make them an original of his own.  
2. Among the kinds of criminal investigation methods found in the study, 
the scientific investigation methods are presented in the novel. This fact 
is well corresponding with the influence of the Enlightenment era as 
mentioned in the second chapter. In addition, it is mentioned in the 
second chapter that the scientific proofs in Victorian era are footprints 
andbloodtrails. The novel reflects those facts as well.  
68 
 
 
 
However, the data in this research show that Sherlock Holmes uses the 
Victorian scientific facts to deduce more detailed points. Besides the 
footprints and blood trails, Sherlock also measures the marks he found 
necessary at the crime scene. From the measurements, he can deduce the 
age and height of the suspect, the type of the carriage, the movements of 
the occupant and the horses, and even the nail’s condition of the suspect. 
Furthermore, from the four conventional methods employed in the 
novel,it can be found that all the methods applied by Sherlock Holmes 
are also generally employed in the Victorian era. They are the inspection 
of victim’s body, survey of the crime scene, the cross-examination with 
witness(es), and shadowing. One method that is carried out a little bit 
different than Sherlock Holmes’ investigation method is the identification 
of the victim. In the novel, Sherlock Holmes inspects the belongings of 
the victim. Meanwhile, the identification means that is common in 
Victorian era is carried out through the statement of witnesses or the 
people who recognize the victim. Investigation methods with unique 
features can also be found in the novel. The methods such as scrutiny, 
advertisement, and undercover search can be considered as conventional 
method in Victorian era; however, the way Sherlock adds magnifying 
glass and measuring tape in the examination process, advertises the 
evidence to lure the suspect, and employs little beggars to search for 
information are what makes these method not considered as regular 
methods.  
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Moreover, the scientific-like investigation methods that are invented by 
Sherlock Holmes such as the experiment of the evidence, the 
identification of poison, and the analysis of dust and tobacco ash have 
inspired many of the readers. These methods proved to be innovative in 
Victorian era and useful in the field of criminology later on. 
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APPENDIX I 
THE SUMMARY OF A STUDY IN SCARLET 
A Study in Scarlet tells the first narrative of Dr. John Watson, a retired 
army surgeon, of his new acquaintance and roommate, Sherlock Holmes. 
From Watson point of view, he recounts his adventure with his detective 
friend, Sherlock Holmes. The narrator breaks A Study in Scarlet into two 
parts. The first part entitled as "Being a Reprint from the Reminiscences of 
John H. Watson, MD, Late of the Army Medical Department" while the 
second part named as "The Country of the Saints". 
The first part begins with Dr. Watson accidental meeting with his old 
colleague called Stamford. When Watson tells Stamford that he needs to move 
to a cheaper room for living, Stamford responds that he knows a man who 
shares the same wish. Later, Stamford introduces Watson to Sherlock Holmes. 
The two then quickly agree to share an apartment room in Baker Street. Not 
long after, Sherlock reveals his occupation that is a consulting detective to 
Watson after Watson read an article of deduction that is written by Holmes. 
Soon after, Holmes gets a letter from Scotland Yard’s detective, Gregson, who 
asks him to assist a difficult case that he just encounters. Holmes invites 
Watson to the crime scene; an empty house in Lauriston Garden. There, they 
found a dead man body lying on the floor with the word RACHE written in 
blood on the wall. Letters correspond to the victim, Enoch Drebber, and his 
secretary, Joseph Stangerson, are found in the body. While the body is lifted, a 
ring falls to the ground. After Sherlock Holmes checks the body and the crime 
scene carefully, he deducts that the man is dead by poison and goes out on his 
own investigation. From his inquiry, he learns that the constable who found 
the body had escaped the murderer who pretended to be a drunken man at the 
crime scene. 
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In the middle of the investigation, a detective tells Holmes that the 
secretary, Joseph Stangerson is also dead but by stabbing, not poison. 
However, a bottle with two pills is found is his room. Without delay, Sherlock 
Holmes takes the pill and tests it on the landlady’s sick dog; yet, the dog is 
still alive. After giving another thought, Holmes takes the other pill in the 
bottle and tries it again. The dog died instantly. Sherlock Holmes is delighted 
at this result and said that the case is complete. As soon as he said it, a cab 
driver comes to pick him up. Suddenly, Holmes apprehends the cab driver and 
declares that he is Jefferson Hope, the murderer that they wanted all this time. 
From here on, the second part starts. 
The second part narrates the story of the past in Salt Lake City. It tells the 
story of John Ferrier and his adopted child Lucy who were almost dead in the 
great American desert. However, they were saved by the Mormons who 
travelled past them. Years past and Lucy grew up to be the flower of Utah. At 
this time, Lucy met Jefferson Hope and immediately fell in love with each 
other. The Mormons community heard about it and forced Ferrier to marry her 
daughter to one of the sons of the Elders instead. Ferrier refused this idea and 
plans to escape with the help of Jefferson Hope. Unfortunately, they failed in 
the expedition and Lucy is kidnapped and married to Drebber. Lucy died a 
few days after the marriage of heartsick. When Hope learns the facts, he vows 
to dedicate his life to make a revenge for the people who did them wrong. 
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APPENDIX II 
Table 1. Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study in Scarlet 
No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
1. Observation of the 
appearance 
18 1.) “The train of reasoning ran, ‘Here is a 
gentleman of a medical type, but with the air 
of a military man. Clearly an army doctor, 
then. He has just come from the tropics, for 
his face is dark, and that is not the natural tint 
of his skin, for his wrists are fair. He has 
undergone hardship and sickness, as his 
haggard face says clearly. His left arm has 
been injured. He holds it in a stiff and 
unnatural manner. Where in the tropics could 
an English army doctor have seen much 
hardship and got his arm wounded? Clearly in 
Afghanistan.’” 
An observation of the 
appearance of a person could 
say a history of the person. 
21 2.) “Even across the street I could see a great blue 
anchor tattooed on the back of the fellow’s 
hand. That smacked of the sea. He had a 
military carriage, however, and regulation side 
whiskers. There we have the marine.  
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No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
He was a man with some amount of self-
importance and a certain air of command. You 
must have observed the way in which he held 
his head and swung his cane. A steady, 
respectable, middle-aged man, too, on the face 
of him—all facts which led me to believe that 
he had been a sergeant.” 
2. Scrutiny with 
magnifying glass 
and measuring tape 
29 1.) As he spoke, he whipped a tape measure and a 
large round magnifying glass from his pocket. 
With these two implements he trotted 
noiselessly about the room, sometimes 
stopping, occasionally kneeling, and once 
lying flat upon his face. 
A close scrutiny of the crime 
scene to detect sign of even the 
most detailed traces that might 
be left by the offender. 
32 2.) “The writing on the wall was done with a 
man’s forefinger dipped in blood. My glass 
allowed me to observe that the plaster was 
slightly scratched in doing it, which would not 
have been the case if the man’s nail had been 
trimmed. 
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No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
3. Examine the 
victim’s 
body 
26 Sherlock Holmes approached the body, and, 
kneeling down, examined it intently.  
Examination of the victim’s 
body could show the wounds 
and the cause of the death. 
4. Detect the blood 
trails 
26 “You are sure that there is no wound?” he asked, 
pointing to numerous gouts and splashes of blood 
which lay all round. 
The analysis of the victim’s 
wound and the splashes of 
blood show that it is not the 
blood of the victim but the 
murderer. 
5. Sniff the victim’s 
lips 
26 “Finally, he sniffed the dead man’s lips, …” The sour smell from the 
victim’s lips proposes the idea 
of poisoning. 
6. Notice the pattern 
of the soles of the 
victim’s boots 
26 “…and then glanced at the soles of his patent 
leather boots.” 
The pattern of the soles was 
used to give a reference of 
footsteps that might be found. 
7. Inspect the victim’s 
belongings 
27 “There’s nothing to be learned by staring at it. 
What did you find in his pockets?” 
“We have it all here,” said Gregson, pointing to a 
litter of objects upon one of the bottom steps of 
the stairs. “ 
A gold watch, No. 97163, by Barraud, of London. 
Gold Albert chain, very heavy and solid.  
The data of the victim’s 
identities and related 
information was acquired by 
inspecting the stuff in the 
pocket of the victim.  
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No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
Gold ring, with masonic device. Gold pin—bull-
dog’s head, with rubies as eyes. Russian leather 
card-case, with cards of Enoch J. Drebber of 
Cleveland, corresponding with the E. J. D. upon 
the linen. No purse, but loose money to the extent 
of seven pounds thirteen. Pocket edition of 
Boccaccio’s ‘Decameron,’ with name of Joseph 
Stangerson upon the fly-leaf. Two letters—one 
addressed to E. J. Drebber and one to Joseph 
Stangerson.” 
8. Observe the wheel 
impression 
31 “The very first thing which I observed on arriving 
there was that a cab had made two ruts with its 
wheels close to the curb.”  
The ruts on the ground show 
that the offender brings a cab to 
the crime scene. 
9. Observe the horse’s 
hoofs marks 
31 “There were the marks of the horse’s hoofs, too, 
the outline of one of which was far more clearly 
cut than that of the other three, showing that that 
was a new shoe.” 
The inspection of the horse’s 
hoofs marks told that the 
outline of one of them was 
clearer than the others; 
meaning that it was a new shoe. 
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No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
10. Notice the 
occurrence of rain 
and the depth of the 
impression of the 
wheels 
  31-
32 
 “Now, up to last night, we have had no rain for a 
week, so that those wheels which left such a deep 
impression must have been there during the 
night.”  
It had not been raining until the 
previous night, thus the deep 
impression conveyed the time 
of the crime. 
11. Measure the length 
of stride 
32 “Why, the height of a man, in nine cases out of 
ten, can be told from the length of his stride.” 
The height of a man can be told 
by measuring the length of the 
stride. 
12. Measure the height 
of the writing on 
the wall 
32 “When a man writes on a wall, his instinct leads 
him to write about the level of his own eyes. Now 
that writing was just over six feet from the ground. 
It was child’s play.” 
When a man writes on a wall, 
his instincts led the man to 
write above his eyes; thus 
illustrated the height of the 
man. 
13. Measure the 
breadth of the 
puddle 
32 “Well, if a man can stride four and a-half feet 
without the smallest effort, he can’t be quite in the 
sere and yellow. That was the breadth of a puddle 
on the garden walk which he had evidently walked 
across.” 
By seeing the length of the 
man’s stride over the breadth of 
the puddle, that is four and a 
half feet, it could be concluded 
that the man is in the prime 
age. 
14. Observe the 
tobacco ash on the 
32 “ I gathered up some scattered ash from the floor. 
It was dark in colour and flakey 
The ash that was scattered on 
the scene told that the man 
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No. 
Investigation 
Method 
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floor —such an ash as is only made by a Trichinopoly.” smoked a Trichonopoly cigar. 
16. Identify the 
handwriting’s 
characteristic 
33 “As to poor Lestrade’s discovery it was simply a 
blind intended to put the police upon a wrong 
track, by suggesting Socialism and secret 
societies. It was not done by a German. The A, if 
you noticed, was printed somewhat after the 
German fashion. Now, a real German invariably 
prints in the Latin character, so that we may safely 
say that this was not written by one, but by a 
clumsy imitator who overdid his part.” 
By observing that the A was 
not written the usual Latin 
character like a true German, it 
could be inferred that the writer 
is not a true German but an 
imposter. 
 
 
 
17. Examine the dust 34 “…Patent-leathers stood still while Square-toes 
walked up and down. I could read all that in the 
dust; …” 
By examining the dust, it 
shows that the one that wears 
patent leathers stood still while 
the one with square toes walked 
up and down. 
18. Notice the 
increased length of 
the strides  
34 “… and I could read that as he walked he grew 
more and more excited.  
That is shown by the increased length of his 
strides.” 
The increasing of the strides’ 
length suggests that the man 
was walking up and down in 
rising excitement. 
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19. Interview with the 
person who found 
the victim’s body 
34 He appeared presently, looking a little irritable at 
being disturbed in his slumbers. “I made my report 
at the office,” he said. 
Holmes took a half-sovereign from his pocket and 
played with it pensively. “We thought that we 
should like to hear it all from your own lips,” he 
said. 
Interviewing the first person 
who discovered the crime scene 
obtained first-hand information 
and some overlooked facts. 
20. Advertise the 
evidence 
39 “Look at this advertisement,” he answered. “I had 
one sent to every paper this morning immediately 
after the affair.” 
He threw the paper across to me and I glanced at 
the place indicated. It was the first announcement 
in the “Found” column. “In Brixton Road, this 
morning,” it ran, “a plain gold wedding ring, 
found in the roadway between the ‘White Hart’ 
Tavern and Holland Grove. Apply Dr. Watson, 
221B, Baker Street, between eight and nine this 
evening.” 
A ring that was left at the crime 
scene was advertised on the 
papers to lure the suspect. 
21. Shadowing 43 “I’ll follow her,” he said, hurriedly; “she must be 
an accomplice, and will lead me to him.  
The act of surveillance was 
done after an accomplice 
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Wait up for me.”  
The hall door had hardly slammed behind our 
visitor before Holmes had descended the stair. 
Looking through the window I could see her 
walking feebly along the other side, while her 
pursuer dogged her some little distance behind. 
brought by the ring 
advertisement. 
 
 
 
22. Employment of 
little beggars 
47 “It’s the Baker Street division of the detective 
police force,” said my companion, gravely; and as 
he spoke there rushed into the room half a dozen 
of the dirtiest and most ragged street Arabs that 
ever I clapped eyes on. 
The little beggars around Baker 
Street are employed to gain 
information that could not be 
gained by the authorities. 
22. Experiment of the 
evidence  
58 “I will now cut one of these pills in two,” said 
Holmes, and drawing his penknife he suited the 
action to the word. “One half we return into the 
box for future purposes. The other half I will place 
in this wine glass, in which is a teaspoonful of 
water. You perceive that our friend, the Doctor, is 
right, and that it readily dissolves.” 
 
 
The pills that were found in the 
second victim’s room were 
tested to know if the deduction 
of poison was right. 
86 
 
 
 
No. 
Investigation 
Method 
Page Quotation Description 
“… I shall now add a little milk to make the 
mixture palatable, and on presenting it to the dog 
we find that he laps it up readily enough.” 
23. Perceive the gauge 
of the wheels 
116  “I satisfied myself that it was a cab and not a 
private carriage by the narrow gauge of the 
wheels. The ordinary London growler is 
considerably less wide than a gentleman’s 
brougham.” 
The narrow gauge of the wheels 
mark on the ground shows that 
it was a cab, not a private 
carriage. 
24. Trace the footsteps 116 “I saw the heavy footmarks of the constables, but I 
saw also the track of the two men who had first 
passed through the garden. It was easy to tell that 
they had been before the others, because in places 
their marks had been entirely obliterated by the 
others coming upon the top of them. In this way 
my second link was formed, which told me that 
the nocturnal visitors were two in number, one 
remarkable for his height (as I calculated from the 
length of his stride), and the other fashionably 
dressed, to judge from the small and elegant 
impression left by his boots.” 
The footsteps of the crime scene 
imply that there are two people 
who had passed the garden first 
before the other footsteps 
trampled on top of them. 
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25. Notice the marks 
on the road 
118 “The marks in the road showed me that the horse 
had wandered on in a way which would have been 
impossible had there been anyone in charge of it. 
Where, then, could the driver be, unless he were 
inside the house? Again, it is absurd to suppose 
that any sane man would carry out a deliberate 
crime under the very eyes, as it were, of a third 
person, who was sure to betray him. Lastly, 
supposing one man wished to dog another through 
London, what better means could he adopt than to 
turn cabdriver.”  
The marks on the road 
demonstrate that the horses had 
wandered off. Thus, it can be 
presumed that the cab was left 
alone; suggesting the fact that 
the driver was the killer. 
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Table 2. The Type of Sherlock Holmes’ Investigation Methods in A Study in Scarlet 
 
No.  
 
 
Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
1.  Observation of the appearance   
2.  Scrutiny with magnifying glass and measuring tape   
3.  Examination of victim’s body    
4.  Detect the blood trails    
5.  Sniff the victim’s lips   
6.  Notice the pattern of the soles of the victim’s boots    
7.  Inspection of the victim’s belongings    
8.  Observe the wheel impression    
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Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
9.  Observe the horse’s hoofs marks    
10.  
Notice the occurrence of rain and the depth of the impression 
of the wheels  
 
11.  Measure the length of stride   
12.  Measure the height of the writing on the wall   
13.  Measure the breadth of the puddle   
14.  Observe the tobacco ash on the floor    
15.  Identify the handwriting’s characteristic   
16.  Examine the dust   
17.  Notice the increased length of the strides    
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Investigation Method 
Conventional 
Method 
Scientific 
Method 
Sherlock 
Holmes’ 
Invented 
Method 
18.  Interview with the person who found the victim’s body    
19.  Advertise the evidence    
20.  Shadowing    
21.  Employment of little beggars    
22.  Experiment of the evidence     
23.  Perceive the gauge of the wheels   
24.  Trace the footsteps   
25.  Notice the marks on the road   
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